CHAPTER ML
MANUFACTURES ON MODERN METHODS.
Of the  manufacturing  industries  of  India,   cotton
Cotton  mills:      *s   ^7  ^ar   ^e   most   important    The
a Hindu pioneer.      first cotton mm ;n jndia is   believed to
be the Bowreah Mills near Calcutta which were started
as far back as 1817. But, "according to official state-
ments, the industry dates from 1851 when the first
mill was started at Broach." * A Hindu gentleman,
Rao Bahadur Ranchorlal Chotalal, was one of the pio-
neers of the cotton mill industry of India. "In 1848-49,
he published a prospectus in a local vernacular paper
of a small spinning mill of 5000 spindles with 106 looms
attached ; but his townsmen [of Ahmedabad] found the
project too daring, and too full of risk ; and the fact that
Bombay had not yet made such a venture, was taken as
conclusive "of its rashness. Fortunately he found in Mr.
Laudan, the owner of a ginning factory at Broach, a
colleague who entered fully into his views, and the result
The "Indian Textile Journal" Directory (1894) p. 8.